Bohemia and Moravia incorporated within the Reich and constituted
a Protectorate, and whoever tried to resist would be "trodden under-
foot" (zertreten). With that, the Fuhrer wrote his signature and went
out. It was about 12.30 a.m.

A tragic scene then took place between the Czech Ministers and
the three Germans.

For hours on end Dr. Hacha and M. Chvalkovsky protested against
the outrage done to them, declared that they could not sign the docu-
ment presented to them, pointed out that were they to do so they
would be for ever cursed by their people. Dr. Hacha, with all the
energy at his command, fought against the Statute of Protectorate
which it was intended to impose on the Czechs, observing that no
white people was reduced to such a condition.

The German ministers were pitiless. They literally hunted Dr.
Hacha and M. Chvalkovsky round the table on which the documents
were lying, thrusting them continually before them, pushing pens
into their hands, incessantly repeating that if they continued in their
refusal, half Prague would lie in ruins from aerial bombardment
within two hours, and that this would be only the beginning.
Hundreds of bombers were only awaiting the order to take off, and
they would receive that order at six in the morning if the signatures
were not forthcoming by then.

President Hacha was in such a state of exhaustion that he more
than once needed medical attention from the doctors, who, by the
way, had been there ready for service since the beginning of the
interview. The Czech Ministers having stated they could not take
such a decision without the consent of their Government, they
received the answer that a direct telephonic line existed to the Cabinet
of Ministers then in session at Prague and that they could get in touch
immediately. It is a fact that such a line had been laid down in
Czech territory by members of the German minority, without the
knowledge of the authorities.

At 4.30 in the morning, Dr. Hacha, in a state of total collapse,
and kept going only by means of injections, resigned himself with
death in his soul to give his signature. As he left the Chancellory,
M. Chvalkovsky declared: "Our people will curse us, and yet we
have saved their existence. We have preserved them from a horrible

massacre,"
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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 18, 1939.

As the Minister for Foreign Affairs is not in Berlin, I saw the
State Secretary this morning and carried out the instructions which
had been given me.